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BURVEY OF SCVIET MILITARY PRESS REVEALS (RANGES
iN_IRJERPHRETATION OF ARMED FORCES MISSION, 1950-1952

A qualitative anl guantitative analy#is wag made of Krasna
Zvezda ani Krasayy Flot for the 4-week pericd 3 Fetruary - G March
of 1950, 1951, and 1952 4n determins whether a chauge had occurred
in the definition cf the mizaion cf the Soviet Armed Forces. The
snalysie revealed a growing .endency on the part of the Soviet
military prese Lo de-emphacizs the miszion of the armed forces ag
one of "guarding the Soviet frontiers »" with s subsequent increase .
in referecces tc "guardiing the state in‘erests of the USSR" and
"guarding the craa$ive lstor of the Soviet peopla.”

Tables 1-5 are appended.

Using the L-week period surrounding the anniversary of the founding of
the Soviet Armed Forces, February 23, for the yeers 1950, 1951, and 1952, a
count vas made of the number of times the tarms ‘guarding the Boviet frontiers,"
"guarding the interests of the USER," and "guarding the creative labor of the
Boviet people,” used in reference to the miesion of the Soviet Armed Forces,
appeared in articles published in Krarvayn Zvezda and Krasnyy Flot. [Two of
the three terms stem from the 1 May 1946 Orier of the Day of the Minister of
the Armed Forces, a# published in Pravda, 1 May 1946, in which Stalin said:
"Nov our armed forces are confronted with no less imporiant a mission -- that
of vigilantly guarding <ha victories of peace and the creative labor of the
Boviet people, that of being the feithful guardians of the interasts of the
Soviet Unicn."/

The following table shows the numbar of articles which were devoted to
the anniversary esch year, and the mumber of times each of ‘he definition of
the Soviet Armed Forces® miszzion was used, The decresse in the mmber of
articles devoted to the anniversary in the 9 February - G March 1951 issues of
the inllitary press way be atiributed to the rfact that the anniveraary that
' year vas celebrated amidst preparations for electione to the 5upreme soviets

of the union an¢ sutonomous republiss and for the meeting of the World Peace
Council in Berlin. In addition, all nevspapers for 17 February 1951 devoted
their entire front page o Stalin'e interview of the preceding day with a
Pravda correspondent. '
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Febd = 9 March
1950 1951 1952
Total number cf articles on anniversary 129 110 163
Rumber of references it articles %o mission
of the Soviet Armed Fcrces as guarding the:
Soviet frontiers 2 9 7
Intarests of the USBR 28 21 35
Creative labor of the Soviet peaple 30 15 34
Total number of referenses 78 ks 76
Approximate peroertsgs: of individual missaon
refarencez to to%al miseion referencec: Percent
Soviet frontiers 26 20 10
Interests of +he USSR 3€ k7 48
Creative lator of the Scvie~ pecple 38 33 k2

100 100 100

Thu#, numerically ae wel. as properti cnately, there was a decrease in the
number of references +o tie mirsion of the Soviet Armed Forcez as one of guard-
ing the Boviet frontiers, plus a ccnsiderable increase in the number of references
to miseions of guarding the interssis of the USSR and guarding the soeative labor
of the Soviet people.

An anelysis of the iead artizles alone ths( were published 9 February -
9 March in 1950, 1951, and 1952 shoved an even steeper drop in the number of re-
ferencee %¢ the missizn of guarding the Scviet frontiers, and a gteady percent-
age increace ia the number of refersnces +o guArding *he interests of the USSR
and guarding the creativs lator cf the Soviet peopie. (See Tabie 1.)

A Bimilar analyei: of the special articles published cver the sume period
in the Soviet military preees revealed that while there has beesn s steady in-
crease in the mimber cf refarences tc eash of the various miesions of the armed
forces, there have been no significant reiative changes. (Sce Table 2,)

A comparizon of the lead articles published in ¥rasnays Zvezds and Krasnyy
Flot on each of the anniversary dates for 1950, 1951, and 1952 zhows & total
absence of references to the miceion of the armed forces as one of guarding the '
Soviet frentiers, and & gradual incresse ovar <hose years in the number of re-
ferences to missions of guarding the interests of the USSR and guarding the
creative labor of the Soviet pecple. In +he special artizies whizh app=ared
on 23 February each year, there was one refsrence to guarding *‘he Soviet fron-
tiers in 1950, ncte in 1951, and orme in 1952, (See Table 3.)

An attempt was alsc made t> determine whether the Soviet nilitary press
etresged either the army or the navy in referring to the mission of guarding
the Soviet frontiers. The survey ravealed that in 1950 ani 1951, the largest
percentege of references to this mission were made in connaction with the navy
[mostly in Krasnyy Flot/, the next largest o the armed forces Jointly, a
smaller percentage to the army, &nd cne reference {in 1951) “c the Border Troops
of the MGB. In 195Z, the joint armed forces ware named in six out of the eight
references made to guarding the Soviet frontiers., (See Table 4.)
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A count was made of the number of lines devoted tcerticies in the Soviet

wilitary press for each of the 3 years on celebraticns of the anniversary abroad.

The count revealed a considerable increase in the number of lines devoted to
celebrations in China, North Korea, the Mongolian People's Republic, and the
People's Democracies, except Poland. There was in general a drop 1 the number

of lines devoted tc celetrations in Wegtern European countries » and in the German
- Democratic Republic a sharp drop occurred, (see Table 5.)

Ths various military orders of the day, published un each of the anniversary
dates for 1950, 1951, anj 1952, ehowed s certatn similarity in refersrces to the

armed forces' mission.

In his order of the day of 23 Fetruary 1950, as published in Krasna
Zvezda and Krasn Flot of that date y Marakal A, M. Vasilevskiy, Minister of
Armed Forcez USSR, refarred o +the Scvier Army and Navy as ".,. tha faithful
guardians of the state interestz of the Scviet Union,"

In 1951, the 22 February order of the day of Marshal Vasilevskiy, now
War Minister USSR [éhc Ministry of the Armed Forces was superseded by zeparate
War and Naval niniztriea by decree cf the Prasidfum, Supreme Soviet USSR, of
25 February 1950 {Pravia, 26 February 1650)7, stated that "... the Soviet Armed
Forces .., have =hown themselvas 12 be reliable defenders of the peaceful
creative labor of our P2ople and of the ctata interests of the Scviet Union."
The order of the day of Admiral I, 3, Yunmashev, Nava. Minister 3SR, stated
that ".,. the Scwvia+ Navy ... 1& faithfully guaréing the pease an3 security
of the sea Proniiers of sur country,”

The Z3 Fetruary 1952 orders of the day of toth Vazilevakiy as War Yinister
USSR and Vice-Admiral N, . Kuznavzov as Naval Minister USSR /Kuznetsov had re-

placed Yumazhev on 23 ray 1951, according to Vedomosty Verkhovnogo Soyeta SSSR,
No 26, 31 July 19517 screjnes “he cefiniticn of the Soviet Army and Navy to one

of "... trusty defenders of the stave 1n*erests of Lhe USSR."

Quctations trom scme of the lmporeant articles published in the Soviet
uilitary prese fo- 9 Fetruary - 9 Murch -f 1950, 1931, and 1952, and a reviaw
of some of the highlighie of eack of thoze pertols, f£ollaw.

1950

[Py
The celabratisn of the 24 anrivariary of the _';Org&nlzation cf the Soviet
Army ana Ravy came in the midst of two nther impcriant events, the signing of
the Sino-Scviet Treaty of Friendship, Alliance, ani Murual A1d on 1k February,

and preparations for the 12 Ma-ch election of deputies to the Supreme Soviet

Kraeuaxa Zvezda fea-ured a daxies of articles zapiioned "In Preparation
for the 323 Anniversary of the Soviet Aray” and dedi-ated to the artillery
February), the air force (1C February), +he tank and mechanized troops
(12 Februarys, the navy ("4 Februery}, and ‘he £lgnal troops {22 Fabruarv).
Krasnyy Flot f£-1lowed the :ame pattern, with artizles on *he Foy<et Ay
{11 February). tne "serviceman-civizen” {17 Pebruary}, the Soviet Army in

Vil

“he Graat Pat-i-tic Wap e Fetyuary}, an? the Soviat Navy (23 Fehruasy).

The article on the navy, "Faithiful Guardisn of the Sea Fropiiers of the
USER," writter by Major Ganerai D. Korniyenko, which was publiched in Kraspa
Zvezda on 14 February, containes this statement: "The party’'s poiicy reiative

‘to the construction aungd strangthening of our navy ... conforms to the vital ip-

terests of the Soviet Unisn, That Policy 18 dlrected teward the &irengthening
of the security cf cur frontiers, our ses and ocean communications., It is di-

rected toward the =nd that our navy be prepared in ths future to defend faithfully

the state intereess of the zcuntry of :zoeamligm.”
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The appeal of the TsK VKP(bd; to all voters, printed in both papers on
17 February, assured the electorate that in voting for the S*alin blo: of
candidates for the Supreme Soviet USSR they would be voting "... that the

ible to any eneuy, that the Armed Forces of the Soviet Union -- vigilantly
guarding the victoriee of Deace and the creative labor of the Soviet people B
the interests of our socialist country -- would be strengthened ..." The
appeal also made the following statement, which was widely repeated in other
articles on the anniversary: "The Armed Forces of the USSR are a treat to
any would-be ageressor and pretender to world domiration.”

‘"The Sc.iet Aray -- Pavorite of <he People,” & iead article printed in
Kraan Flot, 22 February, contained the statement *... that sheuld the im-
DPerialists unleash a new war 4gs1ns* our pesc2-loving ratici, the Soviet Union,
8Supported by the freedom-loving nations of the entire world » would put to rout

any aggressor ,,.."

The 23 February lead articles of both Jevepapers portrayed the Soviet Aruy
a5 a ",.. mighty bulwark of pease and sezurity for +he people ,,,." (E"&_&lﬁ
Zvezda), and ag a "... faithful Suppirter of ‘he Stalin policy of peace and
friendship among pesples"{Krasnyy Fios).

I. Tikkonov, author of Kx 2nyy Flot's special articie of 23 February,
"The Heroic Army of the Great 5yviet Peopiz,” wrote that "..., 4he Soviat Army
does rot have and cannos have :uh atm: as the Jelzure :f Foraigr cerritcry

and the enslavement of 2therpes P eee." A special ariicle Published in Krag-
naye Zvezda on vhat date, "pa JEC ALLIVETFATY 0f the Siviet Armed Forces,” by
Colonel General F. Kuznetsov, scm=iudas "uas the Armed Forcaes of the covatry

of socialism are sver ready unier any Siriumetancas to C&rTy cut the orders of
their country snd vs defena *1%h ntnor apd distinction 4heir country's interests,
freedom, and inderendence.™

Ilya Erenturgts "Bulwark of Pears.” sna*her spaciai srticle published 1n
Krasna 2vezda, 23 Felurary, reassurad +he reader that 4ha Scviet Army was one
which desired Peace, but warned “hat ... tha LECeTATY pacpie vall know that
the SBoviet Army 1= frightening in 1t vrath, krew <hat {t ¥ill mot permit anyone
to encroach upon ~ur rative land ,..,v

Admiral I, Yumaghev's artizie. "The Wavy of a Ssotlaiigh Fower,” printed ip
Krasn*,l Flot, 23 Ferpuury, svated thas Maon mVARY &y our rallcrs SADNl fense the
party's and Comrade Staiin‘g great persoral concern that our fieet becomz an
even more powerful Qefendar of the interests 32 -u» 30C1a118Y country on the
high seas ,..."

"On  Gusrd Over the Sea Frontierz and <he Interests of the Soviat Mother-
land," the leaa artizle in Krasna Flot, 28 Febtruary, reviewed the expansion of
the USSR sea frontiers as a result of the var [Sakhals n, the Kurile islands, the
Soutk Baltir coast, and the »: prt of Pechenga ara mentiored), and stated
that "... for the defense of all thess apa Swr other sea frontiers there is
needed & mighty naval guard, and :t 15 the duty ¢f the 3ovisi Navy to be that

"

o=
1§31

In keeping with Preparaticns for slections to the Supreme soviets of union
and autonomous republics on 12 March s Krasnsya Zvezda, 13 February, published a
lead article _ntitlsg "The Soviet Scldier -- An Equal Citizen of the USSR." The
article listed the Tights and priviieges of the soldier, and contrasted the Sovie
Army {"... an sy of brotherhood among the peoples of our tountry, ar army ’

4 .
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defending ¢ ‘e fresdom and independence of tie Dbeoples of our country ..,"), with :
the armies ' bourgeois states {"... armies of colonial reprezcion, armies of 1
pillage and origandsge, used for aggressive vars .,."),

On 15 Pebruary, Krasnays Zvazda coupled iis lead artizle, "RevoJ.utionnry
Vigilance - Mighty Weapon of the Soviet Soldier »" With the published notice
of awards to border troops and coliective farm workers in border areas, The
article called upon the man of the Soviet Ammy to be particularly vigilant ip
the light of tue international zituation and prajsed the 8elf-eacrificing
Service of the border troops, wvho wers called ".., the ajert sentries of our
country who vigilantly guard the Lorders of the 40cialist state,”

The same trsue of Krascava Zve;das carried av artisle ty Cclonel I Tvurin H
entitled "On Soviet Military Ideclogy,” which was “Acifual in that the author :
diucu.ued, in turn, Soviet nilitary lieclcgy, the nRAture of Juet and unjust wara,
the defense of the ttate interesty of the USSR, and the offeneive apirit of the
Soviet soldier,

The author defined military iieclicgy ag "es. the Bslshavik Party s aystem
of views and ideas oz gueztions of eafeguarding the siate interests of the USSR
by militery means ..,." IYwrin's views on *he nature of Just and ujust wars
vere fairly vell simmarized in bie statement thms Deo. unpusd, pradatory wars
are alien to the Scviar 1tate throyt L’?he s‘:a'.e‘_=7 very paturs, T+ has vaged
and can wage only just vare, wars of iitevatiin, 1n the aene of noble and lofty

pUrposes ,...”

The author used ‘he phrase "guariing the SlAle lnlerests of the USSR® seven
times in referring <. ‘he m1dricn of the Fovier Armei Forces, rut pade noc re-
ference t¢ the pieaior of "gusrding *he 5evie frontisre,"

In his rons.auiing discussion oo cultivating the *ffersive spirit in the
Soviet 2oldier, the authey zaid ‘has, during +he Zazt var “,,, the Hitlerites
counted upon a waring of the offan::ve Pirit of 3oviaer trcpe as the Soviet
state cerried the w8r Leyond the torders ef our éuntry., Despite thena pre-
fumptions the orfenstve Spirit of Sovias Lroops mat cnly 414 nos, lecrasse during
the wvar on enemy ‘erritory, hyus inzreared day in an2 day zut upta g the final
defeat of Pas:tet Germany,”

Bcth Kraenays Zvesdas ani Krasnyy Fict, 17 Fe TUArY, carrted Staiin's intex-
viev of the preceding day w<+th & Pravie ¢ Trespondent, Iszuer of both papers
from 18 ¢ =2 February carrjed forelgr :ommants ¢n “he dr*esviae,

The Auniversary day lead and 8pecial artilles 1r koth Faperi emphasized
the role of the 5ovia Armed Forcas aa guariians of tne beacs ang sacurity of
the country and of the peazaful -reat<ivas lahor of the Soviet Desple. The bask
pages of both papers for that dace, I3 Fetraary, vara iavotad 4o <ha first
session of the World Peace Councit 1p berlin,

£ the anniversary with

" On 25 Fetruary rath PEERTE conciuded thesr - Verage o
mi£:10D4 Abroad on the

ae
articles on recepticns given a* Sovia: earacyies gn;
occagion of the ALRivVersary.

1972
Lo2s
Coverage of +hie Year:a cslebratisn of the aAnnivessary of the Soviet Army
and Navy contihued over a longer period of time than in either ¢ the two pre- —
vious years, with Krasnays Zvezia printing its farst articie o 3 February, and
its lest on 2 March, The wausual festure of this year's coversge in the military
Press was that, for the firet time in many yeare, Marshal Sialinte Picture was
missing from the €3 February issues,
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In the special article, "V, I, lenin and I. V. Stalin -- Organizers and
Leaders of the Soviet Armed Forces,” which 8ppeared in Krasnays Zvezda on
8 February, the assertion that the Soviet Union 8ought only to waintain peace
throughout thke world was qualified by the varning that ",.. {n view of the
capitalist encirclement, the country of victorious soclalizm must a&lways be
ready to resist a rossible imperialigt aggression.” The existarce of such a
threat o the SBoviet Unlon was point.d up by the frequent references in the
wilitary press this year to the Btalir statement that sc long as capitalism
ex1sts, there remains the danger of an attsclk upon the Soviet Union and the
outbreak of a new war. The referenze is probably +o the Staitn statement 1n
Krasnyy Flot, 18 July 19%6.7 :

Krasnyy Flot used the words "sacred frontiers" in three of its gix re-
ferences {n 1958 <o the mizsion of the armed forces as one of guarding +the’
frontiers. A check of the military prees soverags fox 1939, 1451, and 1952
revealed that the words "sacred frontieprst had teen used 1n s1x cf the 38
references to guariing the Sovie roatier: -~ three +imes 1p 1955 {vwize
in Kraanawg Zvezda and once 1n Kresnyy Fiot), and thre: timee 1n 1952 4p

Krasnu: Flot,

Krasnyy Flot's lead arsicle of 1 Febriary, "Iratn Seamen in the Spirit
of Soviet Milivary Pride,"” =stated that "o the Soviet gerviceman is proud of
the fact that cur ... army ... has fought and 1a :8lled upon 43 ight only in
the name cf Just, liberation urpte2s ,,, " :

"Masy Organiza*ion of Scviet Panrists " vy Vice-Admire> I, P, Golubev-
Monatkin, deputy chaivman 5f +he Organizat:copas Committee of Dozaae USSR, pub-
1lished in Krasn Fist on 2 Februury, «az the Tirst special sytinlae on the
baremilitary organizetisns Lo appear 4m +pe g3 l1tary presze in +na 9 February -
9 March periocd cof the 3 year covered. The artisls told of the receat unifica-
tion of Dosarm, Dosav, and Dogfliat in'¢ Dogaar ISSE, and 28 4ha reg vant im-
provement in ithe work of SEAEL e primary srganizatiocny, I 4- -Ti3ging some of
the shortcomings 5f the Dev Jrganization, <he author urgsd Dosaaf committees
on all levels to Apply fuil effort 1o avtrezting millicr: of pey nemrers end to
set up primary crganizations at every euserprize, kolikktoy, tastituricr, apnd
educations]l instivution 1n tha SUUNtYY; for, as the author pur g+, n, | millions
of Soviet patricts ars full of the dez<ira ro Partizipate fully in +he 2trenthen-
ing of the Scviet Army, Air Force, ard Navy in 4 Teiirg ::11 further the
might of our beloved <ouniry .. "

The crdsr -7 +ne day 2f the War Min: E%er on =3 Ferruary agatn employel
the phrase ",,, ralelng ... the combat teadiners of i . w0ops ... " dhich
had been used 1n the 1950 crder »f the day, “u* was Teplaced with tre mome.
vhat weaker phrace "eoo Scviet warriors ~e» 3re tirelessly perfecting their
military Prowess ..." in +he 1952 crder of the duy of the War Miniszer.

Both the lead editerial, "The Arpeld Frirres of ihe Sowntry of Sccieliem,"
and Marshal R. Malinoveziy ¢ APECISL artisle, "2 TIME Annlverzaty of the
Boviet Army and Navy,” ip K:&:nax:‘._?.v: 3 3 ¥, 2ontained the quatsiton
from Stalin'z 1 May 1948 %> of the ATmed Forces:

We muat bear 1n min2 Yhe Insiruciicze of the great Lenin thas, having passed
to.peaceful labtor, it is necegfsavy to optipus being on the slert, ani 4o guard
like the apple cf snare eys “he arm-2 ferzes and the defensive cepahilities of
our country."

= .o

In ariicles on the celebration abroad, the Soviet Army v23 portraysd ag:
an army of liberation, an army of peace, ar ermy guarding ‘he peace and se-
cwrlty of the world, the savigur of wankind and civilization from fasclst
barbarity, etc.
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[Aprended tables follow./

Table 1. Migsion References in Lead Articles,
9 February - 9 March 1950, 1951, and 1952

Total number of lead articles on annfversary

Number of refecences 1in lead articles to
mission of the Soviet Armed Porces as
guarding ths:

Soviet frontiers

8 3 1
Interests of the USSR 12 5 12
Creative lg.cr of the Boviet people 15 7 15
Total number of references to miseion 35 15 28
Approximate percentage of individual migsgion
references to total mission references: Percent
Roviet frontiere 23 20 4
-atereste of the UBSR 3k 33 1713
Creative labor of the Soviet peoLie 43 7 52
20¢ 10C 100

Table Z. Mission Referenzes in Special Articles,
9 February - 9 Mar:h 1950, 1951, ang 1952

Total ramber of specii. art!

{zleg on ann! verssry 17 x2 15
Humber of references in Specilal articies
to miasior of the Soviet Armed Porces as
guarding the:
Soviet frontiers 3 4 5 ‘
Interests of the USSR 14 15 24 \
Creative labor of the Boviet pesple 3 7 ik
Total number of referances to misaion 26 26 k3
Approximate percentage of individual mission
references to total mission references. Perzent
Soviet frontiers 12 15 - 12
Interests of the USSR ek 58 56
Creative labor of the Sowiet pecple 34 27 32
100 100 100
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Table 3. Miseior Referencesin Lead and Bpecial Articles,
23 February 1950, 1951, and 1952

Lead Articles 1950 1951 1952
Total number of lead articles . 2 2 2

Number of references in lead articles
to mission of the Boviet Armed Forces

as '‘guarding the:

Soviet frontiers 0 0 0
Interests of the USSR 2 3 5
Creative labor of the Soviet people 1 2 5
Total mmber of references to misgion 3 5 "10
Approximate percentage of individual mission
references to otal mission references: Percent
Boviet frontiers 0 0 o]
Interests of the USSR 66 60 50
Creative labor «f the Soviet people 33 ko an
approx 100 100 100
Special Articles 1950 1951 1952
Total xiumber of special articles 2 2 2
Humber of references in speclal articles
to mission of the Soviet Armed Forces
a8 guarding the:
Soviet frontiers 1 0 1
Interests of the USSR 2 1 3
Creative labor of the Soviet people 2 1 2
Total number of references to migsion 5 2 6
Arproximate percentage of individual mission
references to total mission references: Percent
Soviet frontiers 20 0 17 ‘
Interegta of the USSR ko 50 50
Creative labor of the Soviet people 40 50 33
100 100 100
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Table 4. References to Frontier Mission Agsignment,
9 February - 9 March 1950, 1951 » and 1952
1950 1951 1952
Total number of articles on anniversacy 129 110 163 .
Assigrnment of mission of guarding Soviet
frontiers to:
Armed Forces (named jointly) 7 3 5
Army 4 1 1
Navy 9 13 1
Border Troops 0 1 0
Total number of references to mission 20 9 T
Approximate percen Jesof individual mission
references to total mission references: Percent
Armed Forces (nrmed Jointly) 35 33 72
Arny 20 11 14
Navy ks 45 1%
Border Troops 0 11 0
100 100 100

Table 5. Number of Lines Devoted to Articles on
the Celebration of the Anniversary Abroad
in the Soviet Military Press
{eight 1ines equsl one inch)

February - 9 Marsh

1950 1951 1952

Caina 130 117 alh
North Korea - k2 104
Mongolian People's Republic b2 T 113
Poland 261 128 214
Rumania 56 64 165
Bulgaria 9N 128 13%
Bungery 30 38 100
Albania 26 46 70
Czechoslovakia 22 54 b2
GDR . 193 31 25
France 64 16 22
Denmark 51 - 20
Belgium - - 20
¥ aland 31 27 15
Yorway ks 10 -
Great Britain 45 18 -
Italy 25 9 -
Ketherlands - 29 -
8weden - 26 -
Iran - 10 -
Total number of lines 1112 864 1288
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